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d As Up2Circ multiplier you can make a change!

The EU Green Deal sets ambitious goals to transform the EU into a modern, resource-efficient and
competitive economy, striving for no net emissions of greenhouse gases by 2050, economic growth
decoupled from resource use and no person and no place left behind. Combined with transition to
renewable energy supply, the concept of circular economy (CE) provides a systemic and holistic
approach to achieve these goals:

“If we transform our global economy to one where waste and pollution are eliminated, products and
materials are reused and nature is regenerated, we can: Cut material use by 28% and greenhouse
gas emissions by 39%.” (The Circularity Gap Report, 2022)

Active involvement of SMEs is crucial to the successful transition of Europe’s economy to
sustainability, as SMEs represent 99% of all enterprises within the EU, accounting for approximately
60-70% of industrial emissions. To discover opportunities and dismantle barriers, SMEs need
customised support, easy access to comprehensive practical knowledge and expert advice as well as
unbureaucratic funding opportunities.

Horizon Europe project Up2Circ has the overall objective to demonstrate a holistic approach how to
accelerate and scale the transition of European SMEs towards a circular economy, specifically

e to mobilise SMEs of different sizes and sectors to embrace sustainable innovation as an
opportunity for growth,

e to advise SMEs on suitable innovation opportunities in the context of transition towards a
circular economy and develop customised action plans,

e to provide access to skills development and experts knowledge as well as examples of good
practice, considering in particular the uptake of advanced technologies and of social
innovation as enablers of transition towards a circular economy,

e to support quick implementation of transition projects with financial support in the form of
third party financing.

With Up2Circ consortium we prepared a CE advisory toolbox comprising of

e The “Up2Circ client journey to circularity” advisory concept

e Awareness raising materials compiled in “Up2Circ info kit”

e An advisory concept for a client intake interview

o The Up2Circ Circularity Assessment, including a template to prepare a feedback report based
on automatic recommendations

e Aset of free e-learning modules in “Up2Circ Academy”

e Interactive sessions offering experts knowledge and peer-to-peer exchange

e An funding scheme providing up to 50.000€ lump sum funding to SMEs for implementation
of transition projects

We need your engagement as Up2Circ multiplier to spread the word among SMEs within your
region and/or to provide customised advisory to them! We are happy to collaborate with you!

Together we can accelerate and scale up the transition of
European SMEs towards a Circular Economy!
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